
Foreword 
There is no substitute for energy… it is not ‘just another commodity’, but the 

precondition of all commodities, a basic factor equally with air, water and earth.1 

 

This special fuel poverty edition of the Queen’s Political Review draws from a range of papers 

presented at the ‘Fuel Poverty Research Symposium’, held at Queen’s University Belfast on 

the 18th of July 2014. The symposium brought together postgraduates and early career 

researchers from across Europe to present and discuss fuel poverty research, with each 

presenter invited to submit a paper based on their presentations. I am delighted that so many of 

the presenters seized the opportunity – some were so keen that they submitted twice. The 

editing work fell mainly during summertime, making the editorial team’s efforts particularly 

commendable. The editors spared themselves the chance to enjoy the rare glimpses of sunshine 

in Belfast to ensure that this edition meets the journal’s high standards. A huge thank-you must 

go to the team for their work. 

This selection of seven articles showcases the important research which is currently being 

conducted on fuel poverty. It is a problem traditionally associated with the UK, but research 

on the topic is being steadily Europeanised – the articles by Victoria Pellicer, Pau Lillo and 

Anne Baudaux offer compelling evidence of similar problems in Spain and Belgium. The 

varied nature of fuel poverty research is striking; part of what makes it such an absorbing 

subject. A range of disciplinary backgrounds are represented here - from anthropology to 

geography to urban sustainability. Research methods are also diverse, with Ron Mould et al 

taking a quantitative approach to examine the limitations of the current definition of fuel 

poverty in relation to rural homes, whilst Felicity Davies and Anne Baudaux use interviews to 

intimately capture the often abject reality of the lives of the fuel poor. Theoretical concepts are 

increasingly applied in the subject: Kirsten Jenkins et al apply the emerging concept of energy 

justice to fuel poverty, Dean McBride examines how social capital may be harnessed to help 

promote the uptake of domestic thermal efficiency measures, and Pellicer and Lillo observe 

fuel poverty from a human development perspective. I hope that this edition will help to 

develop understanding, stimulate further research and lead towards solutions to the continuing 

problem of fuel poverty. 

Ben Christman (Lead Editor) 
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